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Matteo Salerno, artistic director of the “City of Ravenna” Orchestra –
Mariani SCARL Ensemble 
 
 
Curriculum and description 
 
After obtaining a diploma in flute with maximum marks in Ravenna, Matteo Salerno enrolled in 
further studies in Rome at the National Academy of Saint Cecilia with Maestro Angelo Persichilli. 
He then took further classes with Patrick Gallois and attended the Academy Incontri col Maestro in 
Imola studying first with Massimo Mercelli and then with Glauco Cambursano and Maurizio 
Valentini, taking part at the same time in the master classes of A. Nicolet, M. Larrieux, A. Adorjan, 
and Gerard.  
 
He has won a number of competitions for flute and chamber music including that of the Scala 
Philharmonic, presided by Riccardo Muti, in which he won a grant for the best Italian graduates.  
 
At the moment he performs with some chamber music groups, varying in composition and 
repertoire, in festivals and concerts on behalf of the main Italian concert institutions including: 
Ravenna Festival, Perugia Classical Music Foundation, Music Association of Rome, Lingotto di 
Torino, Musica Insieme of Bologna, Famiglia Artistica Reggiana, Friends of Music of Milan, 
Ravenna Events Foundation, Emilia Romagna Festival, Angelo Mariani Association  of Ravenna, 
Friends of Music of Foligno, Friends of Music of Terni, the Municipal Theatre of Casalpusterlengo 
(MI), the Pavarotti Theatre of Modena, the “Giuditta Pasta” Theatre of Saronno, Festival Estati 
Romane, the International Music Festival of Chichester in the U.K. and also the “Vincoli Sonori” 
International Festival of Pinerolo (Province of Turin), the International Klezmer Festival of Ancona, 
The Midsummer International Festival of Tagliacozzo (Province of Aquila), the Ultrapadum Festival 
of Pavia, the Festival of Folk Music and Culture of Rovigo, the International “Nei Suoni dei Luoghi” 
Festival, the “Lungo le Antiche Sponde” Festival, the “Scenario Montagna” Festival, the “Effetto 
Venezia” concerts of Leghorn, “Musica e Immagini” of Imperia, “Borgo Sonoro” of Cesena, “Musica 
Musica” of Mercatello sul Metauro, “Echi Musicali”, the International Chamber Music Festival of 
Grosseto and the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna of Pisa.  His concert work has also taken him to 
performances abroad in countries such as England, Germany, Canada, Cuba and Malta.  
 
As a soloist he has performed accompanied by the Saltzburg Soloists, the Scala Soloists and the 
City of Ravenna Orchestra.  
 
He has made recordings for radio and television programmes such as Rai Radio3 Suite, the 
Sunday concerts of Rai 3 and a concert for Rai 1 broadcasted worldwide from the Nervi room in 
the Vatican on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Pope’s inauguration; on this 
occasion he performed as a soloist alongside the actor Ugo Pagliai in an interpretation of the 
encyclicals of John Paul II. Pin he very near future he will be engaged in the radio drama by Bruno 
De Franceschi which will be broadcasted by Radio Tre Suite. 
 
In his orchestral performances he is the first flute of the City of Ravenna Orchestra and in the past 
has played with the Luigi Cherubini Orchestra for the productions with Riccardo Muti at the S. 
Carlo Theatre of Naples, Malta and Piacenza plus productions with P. Fournellier, B. Pounidefert 
and K. Durgarjan; he has also been a member of the youth orchestra of Saint Cecilia and the 
International Orchestra of Italy.  
 
He plays a wooden Powel flute and teaches at the “Malerbi” municipal music school of Lugo.  
 
His concert experience has resulted in growing interest in the organisation of live performances 
and so he joined the Angelo Mariani Association of Ravenna for which he has been involved in 
many important productions with internationally famous artists including Uto Ughi, the BBC 
Orchestra and Choir on tour in Italy, the Japanese Philharmonic Orchestra and Choir, the Solisti 
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Veneti and many others. He then took a course in cultural asset business management financed 
by the European Union, later deciding to found a cooperative, of which he is still the president, 
dedicated to the production and distribution of music. In this connection he has been involved in all 
the lyric, symphonic, chamber music and choral productions of the City of Ravenna Orchestra in 
Italy and abroad dealing with all the aspects of basic importance to live musical productions 
including logistics, organisation, promotion, contracts, taxes, administration and artistic matters. 
 
The main activities worth mentioning include the collaboration with the Luigi Cherubini Orchestra 
which he provided with musicians for the productions directed by Riccardo Muti in Naples at the 
S. Carlo Theatre, Malta and Piacenza in addition to the productions of the Ravenna Festival with 
P.Fournellier, B.Pounidefert and K.Durgarjan. Something of great interest and demanding was the 
tour with the Maltese conductor Alan Chircop with singers from the Juillard School of New York. 
For this occasion he organised concerts at the Lyrick Theatre of Assisi, the Theatre of Aquila, 
Fermo and the Manoel Theatre of Valletta in Malta. He recently collaborated with the Young 
Musicians Symphony Orchestra of London on the occasion of the Tenth Orthodox Catholic 
Theological Meeting. His organisational experience also includes opera productions for a number 
of Italian bodies with performances of Traviata, Rigoletto, Trovatore, Nabucco, Suor Angelica, 
Gianni Schicchi, Lucia di Lammermoor, Bohème, The Marriage of Figaro, Falstaff and Madame 
Butterfly; of these one particularly worthy of note is the performance with Josph Rescigno, for the 
Festival Voci in Montefeltro, an internationally famous musician and conductor of the New York 
City Opera and the Montreal Symphony Orchestra. 
 
His attention is constantly drawn to searching for new projects such as the reinterpretation of 
Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story for musicians and puppets, the Little Sweep and the Pied 
Piper of Hamelin by Benjamin Britten and interdisciplinary performance with brings together music 
and new technology such as 3D modelling. He has also been involved in the creation of a number 
of performances with the participation of Pino Caruso and Ivano Marescotti.  
 
He has also managed events outside the strictly classical field including productions with the 
famous songwriter Franco Battiato together with the Nuovo Quartetto Italiano at the Parco della 
Musica Auditorium of Rome and the Manzoni Theatre of Bologna and recently he has collaborated 
in the production with the singer Mario Biondi. 
 
For some years he has been the planner and organiser of some musical events enjoying great 
popularity with the public which, in addition to classical music, offer music of various genres such 
as jazz and popular music in rather unusual and evocative locations; events worth noting include 
the Concerti al Plenilunio, Musiche della Nostra Terra and Sotto le Stelle di Galla Placidia. 
 
Some years ago he was appointed by the Municipality of Lugo to run the historic “Malerbi” music 
school, a prestigious musical institution active until 1792 and having the honour to include among 
its students the young Gioachino Rossini. In addition to all the educational and artistic aspects he 
is also responsible for the administrative management and the re-launching of scholastic activities 
with the creation of new courses and lessons. 
 
 
 
 
Mail salernomatteo@alice.it 
Cell +39 347.5839049 
Website http://salernomatteo.webnode.com/ 
Resident in Via Podgora, 68/A 
48100 Ravenna 
See also www.orchestracittadiravenna.it 


